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A visionary that led the movement for a
new awakening of India’s heritage
With a deep understanding of India’s rich history, heritage, and culture, our
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India and then Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri
Narendrabhai Modi always had shown interest in the archaeological
potential of Vadnagar. He had initiated the thought to probe Vadnagar for its
antiquity and association with Buddhism in 2006. From there began the
excavation story of Vadnagar. When the ﬁrst ancient Buddhist monastery
was excavated in Vadnagar in 2008, he congratulated and encouraged the
archaeology team and directed them to preserve the site. He was
instrumental in organizing an International Seminar on Buddhism in 2010
presided over by the H. H. Dalai Lama.
During Mr. Modi’s tenure as the Chief Minister, Gujarat saw signiﬁcant
progress in conservation and preservation of monuments and heritage sites
because of his knowledge and interest in archaeology. He also
spearheaded archaeological study and research across the state that
helped creating more awareness about heritage among the people. He had
sown the idea that India’s unparalleled heritage and culture could draw the
world to us and, so he began improving the surrounding infrastructure to
elevate the experience of heritage tourism in the state. It is his constant
persistence that has led to the preservation of the dismantled Toran
structures of Vadnagar today. His visionary action plan and direct
involvement in valuing and celebrating India’s heritage have led to a new
awakening in the ﬁeld of archaeology today.

Directorate of Archaeology and Museums, Government of Gujarat
is organising a three-day long International Conference on
Vadnagar from May 18 to 20, 2022 at Gandhinagar, Gujarat.
The conference would serve as a platform to share and exchange
new ideas, strategies and perspectives in developing Vadnagar
into a global landmark heritage tourism destination.

VADNAGAR
An ancient city that has survived more than just time

HISTORICAL RELEVANCE
Vadnagar was one of the earliest fortiﬁed towns with continuous human
settlement beginning from the 4th – 3rd century BCE. In its journey of
evolution, various historical references mention Vadnagar in diﬀerent names,
such as Anartapura, Anandapur, Chamatkarpur, Skandpur, and Nagaraka.
Some of the earliest mentions of the region may be traced back to the 2nd
century CE inscription of Mahakshtrapa Rudradaman and in Skanda Purana as
Chamatkarpur. The epic tale of Mahabharata refers to the Anarta Kingdom
(Anartapura) in the northern part of present-day Gujarat state. Xuanzang, the
Chinese scholar traveller, mentions Vadnagar as Anandpur in the 7th century
CE, as a major urban centre of Buddhist religious activities. Moreover, it is
believed that for centuries, Vadnagar remained an important cultural and
trading centre connected to Malwa, Saurashtra, Rajputana, and Deccan
regions of India. Traditionally, Vadnagar was a major trade point, land port of
Gujarat, and an important Buddhist learning centre in western India.
The present settlement is perched on the high mound formed due to the
gradual deposition of cultural debris during the last 2,300 to 2,400 years of
uninterrupted occupation. One can still witness the ruins of the ancient fort wall
at places with surviving ancient gates. The main town of Vadnagar is situated
within the limits of the ancient fortiﬁed area even today.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE

A BUDDHIST BASTION

Archaeological excavations for over a decade supported and reconﬁrmed
by various oral accounts and inscriptional records acknowledge the
signiﬁcance of Vadnagar as of the most ancient towns of western India.

Monastery
The most signiﬁcant discovery at the site is a burnt brick structure that has been identiﬁed
as a Buddhist monastery. Interestingly this monastery is located within the fortiﬁed area
near the present Ghaskol Gate of Vadnagar. It measures about 14.04 x 14.04 m. On plan,
the monastery is a quadrangle with an open square courtyard in the middle surrounded by
cells on all sides. It is evident that originally there were only nine cells. Except for the
southern side which was provided with three cells, the other three sides had two cells
each. The construction arrangement of cells around the central courtyard followed a
swastika like pattern which was possibly meant to provide easy access to the cells located
at corners. This arrangement is comparable to a few Buddhist monasteries like Sanchi and
Sirpur in central India and Taxila in Pakistan. These monasteries are datable from 1st
century CE to 7th century CE. At Vadnagar, Red Polished Ware, a diagnostic ceramic of the
early centuries of The Common Era makes its appearance with the construction of the
monastery. Hence, the earliest date for the monastery can be safely ﬁxed around the 1st
century CE.

Excavations have revealed successive stages of structural remains that led
to a cultural deposit of about 25 meters of thickness. This, in turn, unravels a
plethora of information about fortiﬁcation, town planning, buildings and
construction, items of trade, commerce and daily use, including shell
bangles, bead rings, ladles inlays, nut-shaped beads, glass beads, bone
points, an ivory comb, terracotta animal ﬁgurines of bull, tortoise, wheel,
pendant, ear-studs, etc. The myriad of artefacts with relevance in ancient
times like ceramics, shells, coins, seals, sealings, a several objects of
diﬀerent materials such as terracotta, metal, bone, glass, semiprecious
stones aided in assigning the periodization to the region.
The region has also yielded an amphora (oval shape) like a handled jar,
broken sherds of a large vessel known as ‘torpedo jar’ relating to a
Mesopotamian vessel of the 3rd-7th century CE. In addition, impressions of
Roman coins belonging to Valentinian-I (364-367 CE) have been found on
terracotta sealing which interestingly depicts a Brahmi legend on its another
face. These objects of foreign origin indicate Vadnagar was connected with
other parts of the world through trade and commerce.

Four stupas, two square and two circulars on the plan, have been uncovered from the
northern side of the monastery near its northeastern and northwestern corners. Their
sizes indicate that they are.
Votive Stupas
The votive stupas (stupa that was oﬀered to pay a vow).
These votive stupas and the monastery have reconﬁrmed
that during the early centuries of the current era there had
been a strong presence of Buddhists in Vadnagar. These
ﬁndings also corroborate the records of Xuanzang who
visited Anandapur (o- nan- to- pu-lo), the present
Vadnagar in 640-641 CE.
The monastery area has yielded fragments of a double
handled glazed jar, sherds of a large vessel known as
‘torpedo jar’, relating to a Mesopotamian vessel of the 3rd7th cent CE. In addition, the impression of a Roman coin
belonging to Valentinian-I (364-367 CE) also has been
found on a terracotta sealing which interestingly depicts a
Brahmi legend on its other face. These objects indicate
that Vadnagar was connected with other parts of the
world through trade and commerce.

ARCHITECTURAL MARVEL
Kirti Toran

Gauri Kund

The Kirti Toran of Vadnagar, a wonderful symbol of sculpture and
architecture, is a testament to its glorious cultural heritage. These
Toran were built in the Solanki rule (942-1242 AD) to mark their
victories. The tradition of constructing Torans in India, decorative
gateways, reached its zenith in Gujarat during the Solanki period. The
Toran at Vadnagar is the ﬁnest surviving example of its type. This
architecture is built without any kind of cementing material, Built of red
and yellow sandstone. The 13-meter-high structure with two massive
and highly carved columns supports the wide stone beam and vaulted
pediment with sculptures. The central image on the top of Toran is of
Kartikeya, also known as Skand. Therefore, one of the attributes of
Vadnagar is Skandpur in the Puranas.

Gujarat has a great tradition of constructing beautiful and functional
water structures using stone and bricks masonry, reﬂecting the typical
water-related architecture of western India. Vadnagar can also boast
of some of its monumental examples like Gauri Kund, Nagdharo,
Paschim Mehta Ni Vav, Ranzaniyo Kuvo, and Saptarishi Owaro. Gauri
Kund, a centrally protected monument, is square on plan, built in stone
masonry with a series of steps in diminishing fashion leading down to
the water and adorned with beautiful sculptures, among them are the
images of sheshasayi Vishnu, Jain Tirthankar, and Elephant rider are
noteworthy. Gauri Kund also ﬁnds its mention in Nagarkhand. This
kund is considered a holy place where various fairs are held in the
month of Shravan and Adhik / Purushottam of the Hindu calendar, and
people bathe in the Kund.

Sharmishtha Lake
Sharmishtha Lake, located in the northeast corner of the historical
town, is the lifeline of the people of Vadnagar. Believed to be built
around the 13th century CE, this lake is an excellent example of
rainwater harvesting, hydraulic engineering, and groundwater
management. The lake is spread over a 79-acre area and gets its
water from the monsoonal river Kapila which originates from the
Taranga hills. The lake follows the curved shape of the fortiﬁcation of
the town, wherein stairs cases were provided at regular intervals to
reach the water level. According to the Nagarkhanda, the ashram of
the sage Vishwamitra was located near the lake. Interestingly, the
water is allowed into the lake through a quadrangle sedimentation
tank known as Nagdharo. Some beautiful sculptures and carved
friezes are embedded on the sidewalls of Nagdharo. Further east of
Nagdharo, along the Kapila river, there is another tank with a Ghat-like
structure, which has images of Saptarishi and Lord Ganesh.

Hatkeshwar Temple
The most important temple in Vadnagar is that of Hatkeshwar
Mahadev it is the family deity of the Nagar community. The Nagrkhand
of Skand Puran describes the area of Vadnagar and the surrounding
area. The present temple seems to be built around the 16th and 17th
century. However, it is believed that the original temple was built
during the Solanki period. The temple is built in the Nagar Shikhar
style and its walls are ornamented with sculptural art depicting a
scene from Hindu myths like Samudramanthan, Dashavatara, and
various forms of Gods and Goddesses. Thousands of devotees come
here for darshan, especially on the auspicious occasion of Maha
Shivratri.

Tana-Riri Samadhi
Tana and Riri were two sisters from Vadnagar who calmed down the
burning body of Sangeet Samrat Tansen by singing Malhar Raag. In
the memory of those sisters, a special Tana-Riri Mahotsav is
organized by Gujarat Tourism Corporation Limited every year.
Renowned musicians and artists perform in this Mahotsav that has
become a global attraction. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
started the Tana-Riri Mahotsav in the year 2003 to showcase the
culture and development of Gujarat to the world. Artists associated
with the music industry are also honoured with the 'Tana-Riri Award'
every year.
Vadnagar, with a glorious past, has many facets such as mythology, literature, music,
architecture, and a distinctive urban life, which can attract visitors from across the world. Today
various well-known tourist destinations in the historic city are being developed through the joint
eﬀorts of the Ministry of Tourism, the Government of India, and Gujarat Tourism Corporation
Limited. Under the 'Swadesh Darshan Yojana' of the Central Government, various tourist places
of Vadnagar such as Sharmishtha Lake, Tana-Riri Park, Sheth Chakulal Bhogilal Interpretation
Centre, Ambaji Kotha Lake, Vadnagar Railway Station, Gate and Fort Wall, Lateri Step-well, etc.,
are being developed. The Government of Gujarat is dedicated to promoting Cultural Tourism by
nurturing the historical, religious, and cultural heritage of Vadnagar and developing Vadnagar
as a global tourism hub by maintaining and preserving the landmark tourist destinations of
Vadnagar.
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A conﬂuence of heritage and culture
A union of art and architecture
A trade point, a land port, a learning centre
One historic city and a million stories woven in it…
Vadnagar

The following Sessions are covered in the conference:

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS AND MODERATOR
Opening Remarks
Mr. Eric Falt
UNESCO Representative to India, Bhutan,
Maldives and Sri Lanka

Keynote Speaker
Dr. Amareswar Galla

Session Moderator

UNESCO Chair on Inclusive Museums and
Sustainable Heritage Development,
Anant National University, Ahmedabad; former Vice
President of International Council of Museums, Paris

Michel Danino
Visiting Professor, Indian Institute of Technology
Gandhinagar

Conference Rapporteur
Prof. Vasant Shinde
Former Professor and Vice-Chancellor at the Deccan College,
Post Graduate and Research Institute, Pune

This year, India is celebrating the 75 years of Independence as
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ and as a part of this Government of
Gujarat in association with Ministry of Culture, Government of
India is organizing Vadnagar International Conference for
Promoting Archaeological Heritage & Culture. The conference is
also supported by Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). It is
planned to be organized from May 18th to 20th, 2022 at Mahatma
Mandir, Gandhinagar, Gujarat. Notable knowledge experts from
India and across the globe will participate in the conference as a
speaker. The conference would serve as a platform to share and
exchange new ideas and learnings from across the world.
UNESCO is the event partner of the conference with IIT
Gandhinagar and Ernst and Young LLP as a knowledge partner;
CEPT University and Anant National University as University
partner.

THE KEY SESSIONS ARE:
Session 1: Archaeological Discoveries and Interpretation at Vadnagar:
The session will cover major discoveries from the Archaeological excavations at Vadnagar.
Archaeological excavations conducted at Vadnagar town reveal ~2500 years of continuous human
habitation history with marked cultural diversity. Recent excavation has yielded cultural remains
beginning from pre-Mauryan to recent period which are assignable to 4th - 3rd century BCE to till date.
The session will explore the major ﬁndings from the excavation including the shell Bangle industry,
Archaeozoological remains, Botanical studies and Agricultural practices and many more.

Shri Y. S. Rawat
Former Director, Directorate of Archaeology and
Museums, Government of Gujarat

Dr. Abhijeet Ambedkar
Deputy Superintending Archaeologist, Excavation
Branch V, Archaeological Survey of India

The sessions of the conference have been decided in a view to
promote Archaeological Heritage and Culture of Vadnagar.
Dr. Arati Deshpande Mukherjee
Professor, Dept. of Archaeology,
Deccan College, Pune

Dr. Pankaj Goyal
Department of Ancient Indian History, Culture and
Archaeology, Deccan College

Dr. Rajesh Agnihotri
Scientist, Birbal Sahni Institute of
Palaeosciences, Lucknow

Dr.Siddharth Prizomwala
Scientist, Institute of Seismological Research,
Gandhinagar

Session 4: Buddhist heritage of Gujarat:
The sessions will cover the Buddhist ﬁndings and their signiﬁcance in Vadnagar, Taranga Hill,
Devnimori and other parts of Gujarat. The excavation has discovered Buddhist monastery, Rock
paintings, votive stupas, antiquities of Buddhist interest and many other such ﬁndings. The session will
cover Buddhist material culture that emerged in Gujarat and its archaeological remains.

Session 2: History, Heritage and Cultural Landscape of Vadnagar:
Vadnagar was historically located at an important crossroads where two main ancient trade routes
intersected, one from Central India to Sindh and the other towards Rajasthan and North Gujarat. This
makes Vadnagar a vibrant ancient city with an amalgamation of History, Heritage and Culture. The
session will focus on the importance of the strategic location of Vadnagar with ancient texts and
literature with Nagar community and their contribution.

Shri Y. S. Rawat
Former Director, Directorate of Archaeology
and Museums, Government of Gujarat

Prof. Shrikant Ganvir
Professor, Ancient Indian History and Culture,
Deccan College, Pune

Dr. Susan Verma Mishra

Independent researcher / Ph.D in Ancient Indian
History from JNU

Dr. Ken Ishikawa
Prof. Margi Hathi
An associate professor in English at
M P Arts and M H Commerce College

Buddhist Scholar, Institute of Archaeology,
University of Oxford

Prof. V.H. Sonawane
Former Professor / Director of Field Archaeology,
Department of Archaeology and Ancient History,
MSU Baroda

Dr. Ramesh Atmaram Ojha
Former Professor, Linguist, Department of Education,
Gujarat University

Prof. Robin Coningham

Professor, Department of Archaeology, Durham University

Prof. K.Krishnan
Professor of Archaeology and holds UNESCO's Chair in
Archaeological Ethics and Practice in Cultural Heritage.

Session 3: Traditional Water Management practices at Vadnagar and Gujarat:
Gujarat has the longest coastline among the states in India, and a rich history of water and its practices
in ancient times. Vadnagar, which has Sharmishtha Talav is an interesting example of the water
retaining systems of the Solanki period, as it is still in use. The session will talk about the traditional
water system, water heritage, ancient water structures and lakes of Vadnagar.

This session would discuss the strategic location of Vadnagar and its inﬂuence on Maritime and cultural
exchange. The trade network on both sea and land for artefacts was established in Vadnagar. The
session will talk about the Gujarat and Vadnagar trade inﬂuence and cultural exchange within the
sailing communities.

Dr. Navin Juyal
Former Scientist, Physical Research Laboratory,
Ahmedabad

Dr. Ekta Gupta
Fellow at Archaeological Sciences Centre,
Indian Institute of Technology, Gandhinagar

Dr. Sara Ahmed
Adjunct Faculty, Humanities and Social Sciences, IISER,
Pune

Session 5: Gujarat and the World (Maritime and Cultural Exchange):

Prof. Himanshu Prabha Ray
Professor, Center for Historical Studies, JNU,
New Delhi

Prof. Alok Kumar Kanungo

Professor, Humanities and Social Sciences,
IIT Gandhinagar

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
Session 6: Global perspectives on development of Archaeological Museums:
The conference will serve as a platform for innovative ideas, strategies and diﬀerent perspectives from
speakers across the globe in the domain of Archaeological Heritage and Conservation. The session
will primarily focus on the evolving technology to conserve the excavated site and its remains, the new
paradigm and challenges in heritage conservation and its relationship with the business management
to attain sustainable innovation.
Dr. Nick Merriman
Chief Executive of the Horniman Museum and
Gardens in London

Mr. Ratish Nanda
Conservation Architect, CEO of Aga Khan Trust for Culture

Shri Tapan Bhattacharya
Deputy Superintending Archaeological Engineer
(Retired) Archaeological Survey of India

Anusha Kasthuri Arachchilage
Archaeological Conservator & Archaeological researcher,
pursuing her Ph.D. research at Freie
University Berlin Germany

Prof. Ioannis Poulios
Associate Professor at the Centre for Heritage
Management, Ahmedabad University

Poster Presentation:
Posters from universities will be displayed by Students and Researchers
working on the subject related ﬁeld. A space is reserved for poster sessions
where students/researchers accompany a poster illustrating their methods
and outcomes.
Artefacts Exhibition:
Throughout the conference, an exhibition on artefacts is planned in
partnership with State Archaeology, Archaeological Survey of India and the
Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda. The exhibition will house the
artefacts discovered from the excavation sites at Vadnagar.
The exhibition will display a range of artefacts discovered from the
archaeological excavations at Vadnagar such as coins, stamps, ivory seals,
pendants, beads as well as antiquities from the monastery site and many
more.
Vadnagar Charter on Heritage Tourism
The "Charter” will be a Standard Setting Instrument and framework for the
identiﬁcation of the signiﬁcance of various tangible heritage based on
collections, architecture, aesthetics, accessibility, etc. The charter will
include collaborations with multiple academic institutes and entities for
systematic documentation of the Gujarat sites, cultural landscapes and
collections based on the criteria established by the same.
MoU with Academic institutes/ Universities for research on ﬁndings at
Vadnagar
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) will be signed with the universities
and Institutes as a way forward to the conference. It will be a collaborative
eﬀort with Academic institutes for historical research, condition
assessment, study of Archaeological ﬁndings at Vadnagar and other stateprotected monuments.
Conference Compendium
Abstracts received from the speakers will be reviewed and published in the
form of a compendium of conference proceedings.

www.vadnagarinternationalconference.com

